
Madrid Essential Guide: 10 Must-See Places

Explore the city and experience its most iconic landmarks

Welcome to Madrid, a vibrant capital full of history, culture, and unforgettable city life. 
This guide presents ten must-see places to help you experience the essence of the city, 
with practical insights and interesting facts to make the most of your visit.



10 Must-See Places in Madrid

Plaza Mayor: A historic square from the 17th century, surrounded by arcaded buildings 
and traditional cafés. It has been the setting for markets, celebrations, and public events 
for centuries.

Puerta de Alcalá: A monumental stone gate next to Retiro Park and one of Madrid’s 
most iconic landmarks, built in 1778 and widely photographed.

Royal Palace of Madrid: The official residence of the Spanish Royal Family, open to 
visitors and notable for its art, architecture, and more than 3,000 rooms.

Prado Museum: One of the most important art museums in the world, featuring works 
by Velázquez, Goya, and other masters since its opening in 1819.

Retiro Park:  A central green space ideal for walking and relaxing, home to the Crystal 
Palace and the Grand Pond.

San Miguel Market: A historic gastronomic market offering tapas and traditional 
Spanish flavors, restored in 2009 while preserving its original iron structure.

Gran Vía: Madrid’s main avenue, known for shopping, theaters, and vibrant nightlife, 
often called the Spanish Broadway.

Temple of Debod: An ancient Egyptian temple relocated to Madrid, offering beautiful 
sunset views. It was a gift from Egypt to Spain in 1968.

Santiago Bernabéu Stadium: Home of Real Madrid and one of the most famous 
football stadiums in the world, with guided tours and an interactive museum.

Reina Sofía Museum: A leading modern art museum best known for Picasso’s 
Guernica, combining permanent collections with temporary exhibitions.

Suggested One-Day Itinerary

Morning: Royal Palace → Almudena Cathedral → Plaza Mayor
Midday: San Miguel Market → Puerta de Alcalá
Afternoon: Retiro Park → Temple of Debod → Gran Vía
Evening: Prado Museum or Reina Sofía → Night walk through the city center

Extras
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